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Fifth Sunday of Easter—May 7, 2023

Focusing the Gospel

Key words & phrases:

Do not ... be troubled, | am
going, | am the way, know my
Father, how can we know the
way?, do the works

To the point: Jesus words in
this gospel from the Last Supper
discourse are reassuring ones:
‘Do not let your hearts be
troubled.” Yet Thomas and
Philip, who hear Jesus also tell

them that he is leaving, are not -..

reassured and question him
anxiously. The leap from the
Jesus at the Last Supper to the

Study of the Readings

Jesus after the resurrection is
one giant step, one the disciples
have not yet taken. But we have
taken this leap. We are an
Easter people. We have
received the Holy Spirit who
empowers us to know Jesus,
through him to know the Father,
and to do the works of Jesus.
Believing this mitigates all
troubles, all anxiety.
Connecting the Gospel ...
to the Second Reading:
Peter can confidently invite
people to “Come to [Christ]” and

name them “a people of

Praying With Next Week’s
Readings

Reading T: Acts &:5-0, 1417

Respousorial Psalm: ¢e:1-3, 4-5,

@’7/ 1@/ 20
Reading ITT:1 Peter 21519
Gospel: Johv 14:15-24

Mass Intentions

Saturday, May 6th
Joe Dart

Sunday, May 7th

[Christ’'s] own” because he is
writing from an Easter faith; he
has encountered the risen Lord.
He has made the leap that the
troubled and anxious disciples in
the gospel have not yet made.

.. to experience:

Being troubled and anxious is a
fact of our stress-filled lives. “Do
not be troubled” the surgeon
says to someone before major
surgery; “Do not be troubled” a
parent says to a child wakened
by a nightmare; “Do not be
troubled” ...The only way we
can truly not be troubled.

PARISH NEWS
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The Knights of Columbus will be
sponsoring their annual Mother’s
Day Masses next weekend and
invite all mothers to attend and
be recognized for the very special
people they are. All parishioners
are welcome to attend.

Father Jong is blessing boats on
Saturday, May 27 from 12 noon
until 2:00 pm. A boat will be in
front of Watersview Restaurant at
Eaton Ferry Bridge with a large
boats

sign. All and personal

watercraft are welcome. Please

tell your neighbors and friends.

UpeominglELEnts:

May 9-NO DAILY MASS

May 11-12-Office Closed

May 18-Finance Council

May 21-Diocesan Home Mission
May 23-Knights Meeting

May 27-Blessing of Boats

On Saturday, May 20th at 9 am the Knights of Columbus will participate in the

Walk for Life sponsored by The Pregnancy Support Center at 1026 Roanoke Ave.,

Roanoke Rapids, NC. We invite everyone to join us to show our support of Pro

Life. Our goal is to raise $3000.00 in support of this cause. Please contact Tom

O'Neill at 252-578-3361 or oneilltomandanne@gmail.com for more information.

In last week’s Gospel, Jesus gave us the comforting news that we can securely follow his voice. In

today’s Gospel, he explains where he’s taking us:

“In my Father’s house there are many dwelling

places” (John 14:2). What security to know that the good shepherd has prepared homes unique for

each of us. Such knowledge gives us the freedom to let go of worry since he’s already taken care of

our needs. With that freedom, we can serve his kingdom first. Even more exciting is that he gave us

power in his service: “Whoever believes in me will do the works that | do, and will do greater ones

than these” (John 14:12). He gave our parish the gift of a mission to carry out his works here. Please

give to our Annual Diocesan Appeal. Through it, we can do His works! He gave us the power to draw

souls into his eternal family through Baptism. He gave us the ability to offer forgiveness through
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Please use this list to pray for
those who are in need. May we
all lift one another up in prayer .
Maria Schutte, Rose
Gongla, Ann Mogilnicki,
Lynn Martin, Mary Purdy,
Tom Eddy, Mike McFadden,
Judy, Kyle, Josh & Emma
Pelletier, Steve Miller, Carol
& Bernie Haefner, Tamara
Burns, Lexie Burns, Katie &
David Berlin, Megan
Quigley, Katy Meyer, Bob
Warwick, @ Zony  Carino,
Brenda George, Peter
Hamilton, Joanne Tomazic,
Nettie Williams, Suzanne &

George  McCall, Kathy
Aquilina, Randy Groya,
John Holt, Jean Sasscer,

Myrna Rodriguez, Bob &
Pat Weise, Cheryl Beebe,
Jerry Chini,, Jason Leese,
Virgil Frizzell, Betty Morris,
Matt Davis, Patricia Pruden,
Mary Jo & Don Bankard,
Bernice Seay, James

Our Parishioners May 29-Office Closed Confession. He gave us the power to fill souls with peace, warmth, and strength through the |, Caruso, George & Doris
Eucharist. Please help us continue to accomplish these works by supporting our Annual Appeal. Your | ' |A/g//
¥ YAT 1.1 . \CC : brothers and sisters in Christ will thank you in this life or the next. Let’s get to work!
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